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its first sitting on the same evening at the Hotel de Ville.
Robespierre was elected president, and refused the office; but
among the judges was to be seen the name of Coffinhal; and
the public accusers were Lhuillier and R6al. But the new
tribunal was too slow to satisfy the leaders of the Commune
of Paris, for its first prisoner, Laporte, the old intendant of the
civil list, was not judged until August 21, and then acquitted.
This news made the Commune lose all patience, and they deter-
mined to urge the Assembly to more energetic measures.
Under the pressure of the Commune the Assembly took
vigorous measures indeed. All the lands of the Emigres were
sequestrated; all ecclesiastics who would not take the oath
were to be transported to French Guiana, and it was decreed
that the National Guard should enlist every man, whether an
active or a passive citizen.

Much of this vigour on the part of the Assembly was due,
not only to the pressure of the Commune, but to the rapid
advance of the Prussians. On August 25 arrived the news
that Longwy had surrendered, and Kersaint, who had been
released after the flight of Lafayette on the evening of the
20th, returned from Sedan, with the news that the Prussians
woiild be in Paris in a fortnight. The Assembly, on this,
decreed that an army of thirty thousand men should be raised
in Paris, and that every man who had a musket issued to
him should be punished with death if he did not march at
once. On August 27 the funeral of the combatants who had
been killed in the Place du Carrousel further excited men's
minds; and on August 28, on the motion of < Danton, now
Minister of Justice, a general search for arms and suspects was
ordered. The gates of the city were closed on August 30;
every street was ordered to be illuminated; bodies of national
guards entered each house and searched it from top to bottom.
Barely a thousand muskets were seized, but more than three
thousand prisoners were taken and shut up, not only in the
prisons, but in all the largest convents of Paris, which were
turned into houses of detention. Who should be arrested as
a suspect depended entirely on the municipal officer who